The first 30 Days

Receiving a new diagnosis can feel like being handed a map in a language you don’t yet speak.
The first 30 days are not about "fixing" everything; they are about stabilizing your environment
and building your knowledge base.

Here is a structured, week-by-week roadmap to help you navigate the first month.
Week 1: Grounding and Processing

Goal: Manage the emotional impact and organize the paperwork.

e Allow for Processing: Understand that it is normal to feel a mix of relief, grief, or overwhelm.
Give yourself permission to feel these without immediate "action."

e The "Master Binder" Method: Start a physical or digital folder. Include:
o The formal diagnostic report.
o Contact info for all doctors and specialists.
o A"Log of Observations" to note daily challenges or wins.

o |dentify Your "Point Person": Determine who the lead professional is (e.g., a developmental
pediatrician, neurologist, or primary care doctor) to whom you can direct medical questions.

Goal: Understand the diagnosis and learn the terminology.

e Read the Report Carefully: Highlight terms you don’t understand. Look for specific
"Recommendations" usually found at the end of the diagnostic summary.

e Learn the Acronyms: Start a glossary for terms you'll hear often (e.g., IEP, 504, ABA, OT, SLP).

e Seek Reputable Sources: Avoid "doom scrolling" on unverified forums. Stick to established
organizations (e.g., ASAN, Neuroclastic, or the Autistic Self Advocacy Network) for neuro-

affirming perspectives.
7 Week 3: Building the Support Team
Goal: Connecting with therapy and community.

e Verify Insurance Coverage: Call your provider to see which therapies (Speech, Occupational,
Physical, or Behavioral) are covered and if they require specific "Prior Authorizations."

¢ Initial Consultations: Reach out to local clinics. Ask about waitlists—if they are long, ask to be
put on the "cancellation list."

e Find Your Community: Look for local or online support groups. Speaking with others who are
"on the ground" is often more helpful than any textbook.

e Inquire about State Waivers: Research if your state offers specific programs (like the Autism
Waiver) that provide funding regardless of income.

7 Week 4: Setting the Home Foundation

Goal: Implementing low-stress environmental changes.

e Perform a Sensory Audit: Use a checklist to identify if the home environment is adding to the

stress (e.g., harsh lights, loud noises, or scratchy textures).

e Implement Visual Aids: Start using a simple visual schedule or "First/Then" board to make
daily routines more predictable and reduce anxiety.

e Draft Your Advocacy Goals: If applicable, write down 3-5 specific things you want to address
in the next school or workplace meeting.



e Schedule "Non-Diagnosis" Time: Proactively block out time where you don't talk about the
diagnosis. Focus on hobbies, movement, or rest to prevent burnout.
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Sensory-Friendly Home Audit Guide
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